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W Above: Habib Kheradyar's “Parody”
A was crealed in 1987.

PZA \cit: “Nolservini” from 1988

DS PRI O Bl Right: “Sciatic” from 1987

Kheadyar’s art embodies

Persian and American

By Brian Butler
Collaga Stall Wiilas S

Materialism is a slogan beat to death in modernism. lrony
ancd distance are also old hat banyone whounderstandsthe
human that is built In, but amazingly ignored, within much
of our modernfsm history,

What all this does is make one long for a person who can
take a stand, to show us heart instead .of product, true
conflict instead of tightrope-walking. Habib Kherad yar's
paintings poriray a conflict that goes to the depths of his
identity. A dualism has been created in Kheradyar by the
diversa cultures he carries within himsaf, ;

Tar is the main material Habib uses to comstruct his
images. The blackness of tar becomes a willing and sedue-
tive surface upon which Kheradyar plays out his own cul-
tural history, Sublle patterns in the paintings reflect his Per-
sian childhood, whereas the violent expressionistic manner
in which tha paint {2 used Is 8 puraly woestorn tralt. Sonsibili-
ties of Persia, combined with those of American-siyle

maodern art, create a moody sense of clashing expectations,
of differing cublural meanings |'|mnﬁ wrested out of their en-
vironments and thrown into question.

+ A history of clashing, opposing cullures yes, buta history
of the painter’s positive thought s also seen. A hope of re-
constructive thought is still held. A sign of a willingness to
try to resolve ina meaningful way what many people aren't
willing I face, or are only too willing 1o use 1o thedr own
advantage creeps into the picture, A sense of deep cultural
conflict, presented on the scale of Kheradyar's monumental
paintings, is bound to have an impact upon our eulture-
centric attitndes. The fear laden, wardike realm of our ma-
tionalistic attitudes becomes tinged with an edge of hope,
and an ounce of hnpcmu:t noc::l:nﬁlj'snmugh fartherthan
the tons of weapons our true deconstructvists (the war
industry) am prodieing,

Habib Kheradyar's showis from April 11 to 16, inthe east
gallery of the Fine Aris Bullding of the Claremont Graduate
School. Hours ara from 10 to 5, Mon -Sat.




